Collection of WW1 photographs belonging to B.H. and family
Background
The collection has been in the family for several generations and seems to have originated from Oliver Brown (B.H’s great grandfather on the maternal side). The only information we currently have about him is that was born in Hadleigh and during the First World War he accompanied an official war artist.
Description

The 160+ prints are in 3 main formats:

· 63 small prints at 11 x 15.5 cm, arched all corners

· 86 larger prints at 9.5 x 12 cm, arched all corners

· 6 postcard format images and a few odd sized images
Their fragile and worn condition, the format and medium, and the style of handwriting on the reverse of the prints all point to these being contemporary with the First World War period. Around half the images have faint but readable handwritten pencil notes on the back. The handwriting appears to be by one person but it is possible there are two hands involved - this aspect would bear further investigation. The majority of the images that have handwritten captions date from 1916 (chiefly August and September) and this seems to confirm that the collection is mainly associated with the 1916 Somme campaign. 

I have been through the Imperial War Museum and National Library of Scotland websites to search for images that were the same as those in this collection in order to try and discover the photographer. I found a few images which were identical to work attributed to both Ernest Brooks and John Warwick Brooke, both official war photographers. Where I have found images that are identical to those in this collection, I have copied the IWM/NLS caption and added it on at the end of the image note.
To discover more I consulted Gerald Gliddon, an author who has written many books on the First World War and who is therefore very familiar with the imagery and events. With his kind assistance we grouped the images into themes and he was also able to give specific context and detail to several photographs (which I have added in red to the list below). He was also struck by the unfamiliarity of many of the images, so it is possible some are quite rare and in some cases of specialist interest…. a lot of work would need to be undertaken to thoroughly compare them with photographs in the major collections to establish if this is the case.
Summary
· It seems clear that these images were taken by more than one photographer assuming the attributions on sites consulted are correct. I have found there are 6 images in the collection by John Warwick Brooke and 12 by Ernest Brooks, there may be more but this would need further study. For biographical information about these two war artists see ‘Official war photographers’ document. 
· We know that whoever else may have contributed to the collection (if anyone) he was present with official sanction and that he was a skilled photographer. 
· The photographs depict subjects both on the front lines and behind the lines.
 The way forward from here may be:

· To contact the National Library of Scotland and ask them about these images

· To investigate the military career and connections of Oliver Brown – do we have any evidence that he was a photographer or associated with this type of work? 

· Undertake a thorough comparison of images with those in other collections 

· Discover if sets of images like these were released in great quantities as part of the propaganda in WW1
· To further research the images themselves to fill out as much detail as possible
· Gerald Gliddon suggests: in our hunt for Mr Brown it seems to me that if we think outside the box then we could do worse than either look as at many images of the same Asquith visit as possible or run the ‘Battle of the Somme’ film which might well include this visit. My reasoning is that other photographers were present and might have produced shots from a different angle and which by process of elimination would reveal a person holding or using a camera. 

List of photographs
Please note:
· If the caption is written in quote marks and highlighted blue this is what is written on the reverse of the photograph in pencil. 
· Additional information has been copied into some titles from the Imperial War Museum and the National Library of Scotland websites if the images have been found to be identical. These are the only images in this collection that have so far been identified as the work of known photographers. 

· Information in red has been supplied by Gerald Gliddon. 
· Images without quotes are file names or titles given by me.
1. Boxing match

2. Wounded on their way to the dressing station; near Ginchy, 14th September 1916. The German prisoners are carrying an officer of the Grenadier Guards by Ernest Brooks
3. 'West Africans taking care of their friends’ / Men of the British West Indies Regiment cleaning their rifles; Albert - Amiens Road, September 1916 by Ernest Brooks
4. 'Bringing in the wounded under a white flag'
5. Mascot of the 5th Northumberland Fusiliers; Toutencourt, October 1916 by Ernest Brooks
6. Marching

7. Transporting wounded

8. 'British Tommies helping with the harvest in France'
9. ‘The Battle of Thiepval’ / A mass of German prisoners captured near Martinpuich, standing in a 'cage’ by Ernest Brooks
10. 'The Queen of Belgium taking a snapshot of the King of Belgium with King George the Prince of Wales and the Crown Prince of Belgium'
11. Big guns

12. 'A British long range gun'
13. A long line of wounded

14. Field camps along a railway line

15. Pulling out of the mud

16. Advancing

17. Horses

18. 'Shells shells and more shells' / British soldiers stand around the edge of a large collection of shells at a shell dump at Contay by Ernest Brooks. 

19. 'One of the many British heavy guns July 1916' / A 9. 2 inch howitzer in action; Carnoy Valley, September 1916 by Ernest Brooks'
20. 'A cooks retreat behind the front'
21. Positioning a heavy gun

22. 'A munitions dump'
23. 'The resting places of the British dead marked with suitable inscriptions' 
24. 'Une Bais Ypres, Thiepval a wood near Thiepval showing the destruction by artillery'
25. Gun being fired

26. Moving through the wreckage

27. 'The kings visit to France August 1916 - General Joffre, President Poincare, King George, General Foch, General Sir Douglas Haig' by Ernest Brooks possibly? HM The King George Vth is chatting to Haig while Rawlinson looks on. This picture was taken on 10 August in front of R’s HQ at Querrieu Chateau and the King had lunch there and met up with the French Generals Fayolle and Balfourier. This was after the King had been near Fricourt in the morning and visited Bois Francais and King Georges Hill.

28. 'The Dorsters [sic] back at rest after the glorious charge at Thiepval'
29. Time for food

30. With the dog

31. 'The kings unit to France August 1916'
32. Armoured car and ambulance attending the wounded

33. 'Lloyd George, Lord Reading and M. Thomas have a chat on munitions'
34. 'The Kings Unit to the front august 1916 watching the boys training for future days'
35. 'The Kings visit to the front august 1916 pointing out positions on the map' This image has been published in ‘Sir Douglas Haig’s Great Push’ published by Hutchinson but was not attributed to any particular photographer, the caption in this book was: ‘The King in a captured trench’
36. 'Sept 1916 Lloyd George, Lord Reading and M. Thomas on a visit to the British Front' / Mr Lloyd George, Lord Reading and M. Thomas, near Fricourt, September 1916 by Ernest Brooks (Lloyd George visited here on 12th of September 1916) 

37. 'The Kings visit to the front august 1916 inspecting a hospital'
38. 'Some of the British heavy stuff to take care of the murderers' [This image appears the National Library of Scotland website as unattributed but an ‘official war image’]

39. Horse line

40. 'French churchyard scene a statue of the Madonna intact after the Huns had practically blown the churchyard to pieces'
41. 'A night scene on the British Front' / This image is present on The National Library of Scotland site as by Ernest Brooks: ’The bottom of the photograph is dominated by a black rectangle. The top of the rectangle is broken up by branches, and the shadow is visible. Behind the blackness is a lighter grey in the shape of over-lapping hills. Above this is a murky white which appears to be the sky. It appears to be smoky as the shell trails appear out of the haze. The shell trails themselves are vibrant, luminous arcs in the sky, heading towards the ground. This image is unusual having been taken at night on a long exposure lens. It evokes the atmosphere and conditions at night on the Front and illustrates the pressure the soldiers were under whilst living at the Front. [Original reads: 'Photos for GHQ. Shelling at night.']

42. A grave - Lt Col A.G. Stuart’s grave is at Huts Cemetery, Dickebusch, Belgium and he died on 4 June 1916.He was ex-Royal Scots Major the Hon W.G.S. Cadogan is buried in Ypres Town Cemetery. He died on 12 November 1914 AND was in the 10th Hussars on the Staff. The other two graves were of the same action? I have written about him in ‘Aristocracy and the Great War’ pages 345-347 (link with Prince of Wales)

43. Heavy artillery

44. 'Lloyd George and Lord Reading pays a tribute to the British dead'
45. 'Some Australians having a rest and watching German prisoners at work'
46. 'Part of a shattered village Sept 1916'
47. 'A hard earned rest' / Men resting in sleeping shelters dug into the side of a trench near Contalmaison by Ernest Brooks

48. 'Helping a wounded Tommy to the rear'
49. 'What a lark looking for birds' / An anti-aircraft Lewis gun in a field at Lavieville by John Warwick Brook

50. Locals digging

51. Brandishing shells

52. Counting out

53. Steam tank

54. 'One of the Sons of the Empire a giant Maori' / A Maori butcher cutting carcases with an axe, near Fricourt, September 1916 by John Warwick Brooke (also see image 62)
55. 'Coming back for a rest' This image has been published in ‘Sir Douglas Haig’s Great Push’ published by Hutchinson but was not attributed to any particular photographer, the caption in this book was: ‘Irish Brigade returning from Guillemont’ so this would be September 1916.
56. Soldiers from regiments and places

57. 'A mobile machine gun section receiving a sudden call' This image has been published in ‘Sir Douglas Haig’s Great Push’ published by Hutchinson but was not attributed to any particular photographer, the caption in this book was: ‘Motor machine-guns taking cover in a sunken road’
58. Wounded talking to a nurse and puppy

59. Red Cross train

60. Trenches and military workings from the air

61. A dressing station

62. 'A giant Maori doing butchery for a New Zealand contingent' / A Maori butcher cutting carcases with an axe, near Fricourt, September 1916 by John Warwick Brooke (also see image 54)
63. 'Prisoners having their toilette after a period of trench life Sept 1916’
64. Another Kings visit to the front 1916'

65. This water is poisonous

66. Brigade HQ and ambulance

67. 'A Canadian heavy piece of artillery Sep 1916'
68. 'Sep 1916 a piece of heavy British artillery'
69. Aerial view armoured vehicle

70. 'The Kings visit to the front Aug' (the King visited in August 1916)

71. 'A Gordon highlander with his mascot'
72. Tending a grave

73. 'A British Tommy writing home by the side of a German shell which failed to explode'
74. 'German prisoners waiting to be conducted to the rear'
75. 'Bringing in wounded Germans' / Casualties British gunners watching wounded German prisoners passing to the rear after the taking of Guillemont- Somme by John Warwick Brook

76. 'Part of a village after the Huns had finished with it' / Ruined house in the village of Fricourt by John Warwick Brooke

77. 'Aug 1916 trenches running through a shattered village'
78. 'Sept 1916 helping wounded to the rear' / The Battle of Ginchy 9 September A soldier helps another supporting a wounded man across a trench as they return from the front line by John Warwick Brooke

79. 'Taking prisoners names for identification'
80. 'A British mine going up Aug 1916'
81. 'Ramond Asquith's grave France' Raymond Asquith died on 15 September and is buried in Guillemont Road Cemetery. 
82. Carrying wooden ramps

83. 'The havoc of modern warfare'
84. The inscription in pencil on wooden cross reads ‘grave of unknown soldier’

85. 'Sept 1916 originally a German front line trench now occupied by the British'
86. The brass

87. Stretchering

88. Winter quarters being erected Aug 1916'

89. 'Mr Aswith [sic] making a tour of a flying school in France'
90. 'Aug 1916 the last halt before reaching the front line trenches'
91. 'Shells for Fritz'
92. 'Gordons guarding a smashed aeroplane'
93. Wasteland

94. 'The remains of a Hun plane and pilot after being brought down in flames'
95. Working on roads or trenches

96. On the move

97. 'Sept 1916 feeding a British gun’
98. 98. 'A member of the military police directing the Price of Wales in   Bethune Sept 1916'
99. 'Mr Asquith inspecting British aeroplanes sept 1916'
100. 'Sept 1916 taking Canadian soldiers notes on the British front' 

101. At rest

102. Prisoners and a tank in the distance

103. Loading

104. Damage to a German helmet

105. 'Mr Asquith inspecting smoke bombs Sept 1916'
106. Having a shave

107. At the funeral

108. Getting wounded on to the train

109. 'The way to Blighty or transport of British wounded'
110. Prisoners

111. 'Sept 1916 A British observation balloon'

112. 'Sept 1916 Tommys passing German prisoners going to the rear while on their way to the trenches'

113. Surveying

114. Emerging

115. Burying the dead

116. 'Some trouble for Fritz'
117. Remains of a gun

118. Prisoners

119. Photography. Is this Lt E. Brooks (official photographer) talking to Geoffrey Malins (official War Office cinematographer) in September 1916?
120. Camp and supplies

121. 'Out for a mornings spin or off to patrol duty' the mill at Baizieux

122. Loading again

123. Horses

124. Wiring

125. Tank

126. Dump

127. 'Sept 1916 troops returning for a rest at Albert’
128. Important folk

129. 'Sept 1916 reserves waiting to move the front line trench'
130. Aerial

131. Detritus

132. 'Gordon’s holding a frontline trench Aug 1916'
133. 'Getting ready for action Aug 1916'
134. Machine gun

135. In a French village

136. 'On the British front showing the effects of artillery fire Sept 1916'
137. Graves – including that of Major Lord BC Gordon Lennox of the Grenadier Guards.
138. 'The King’s visit to France August 1916'
139. 'Tommy adapts himself to farm work'
140. Boxing

141. 'July 1918 the remains of a once beautiful wood'
142. 'The British making a charge Sept 1916' Ernest Brooks 

143. 'Training a heavy gun on a German frontier Aug 1916'
144. Shell cases

145. Carrying gun

146. Dugout

147. Bombarding the German front line trenches Sept 1916'

148. Stretcher-bearers attached to the Guards, moving up to the forward area; near Ginchy, on 14 September 1916. Tank tracks can clearly be seen running alongside them in the mud by Ernest Brooks

149. Trench digging [postcard format]

150. Unidentified group [postcard format]

152. 'Canadians chatting with a French Mlle. Aug 1916'
153. 'Some of the shells at shell dump Aug 1916' probably by Ernest Brooks

156. Moving prisoners

157. Sheds - postcard format

158. 'Thiepval August 1916'
159. Ransome engine - postcard format

160. Unidentified

161. Unidentified group - postcard

162. Spanning the river - postcard

163. Transporting the dead off the battle front

164. Handwriting on reverse example 1

165. Handwriting example 2

166. Handwriting example 3
167. Handwriting example 4
168. Handwriting example5

Themes
The original images have now been sorted into the following themes:

Artillery, guns and shells                       

German prisoners and casualties

Animals – dogs, a goats, horses and a kitten appear in this collection

Fricourt Valley – the role of this area is well documented in the ‘Somme 1916 – A Battlefield Companion’ by Gerald Gliddon

Non-British troops

Sports - this includes two boxing ring images and one football image

Graves

Identifiable people or notables

Catering and food

Transport
Tanks

Devastated landscapes
Agriculture and harvest
Behind the lines or away from the front
At the front

Thiepval
Destroyed French buildings

Mines

Aeroplanes and aerial views

Exploding shells and mines
Miscellaneous

